HANDOUT 5
Going International, The Workbook, pages 8-9
READING                                                            A Job at a Leisure Attraction
A    The following article is about working at a leisure attraction. Some of the sentences have been removed. Read through the text and put the sentences below into the correct places. There is one extra sentence which you will not need. The first one has been done for you.
a. You may be expected to work shifts and weekends but you will find great satisfaction watching and helping others enjoy themselves.
b. They also get the chance to try the rides for free.
c. Today, you can also be employed as a 'pirate' or a 'wild west cowboy', and these jobs are exciting, challenging, and ... different!
d. However, once you begin to specialize in water world or a museum, you will have to be trained.
e. It's important that you are able to keep going, regardless of how you feel.
f. Later in your career you could become a manager of one or more sections or departments.
g. Why not find out more about the opportunities open to you?
OPPORTUNITIES

in leisure attractions

All about the job
People visit leisure attractions for a variety of reasons; it could be for the view, for the ride, for learning, or just for the experience. Whichever attraction they choose, people take their leisure time seriously, and their expectations for quality and service are always high. So, whether you work in a historic building, a theme park, a museum, or a water world, you will be helping to satisfy people's dreams and expectations.

All leisure attractions need catering staff, but if you're technically minded, there are also jobs for electricians, plumbers, carpenters, and ground staff. 1___C__. What brings them together is the need for them to be able to help others enjoy themselves, either for an hour, for a day, or sometimes even longer.

Whether you want to work for the whole year, a season, weekends, or evenings, the choice is yours. 2 ________. You must always deliver to your guests the 'experience' that they have chosen and paid for.

the great outdoors 
Many leisure attractions are, of course, based around outdoor activities, but there are just as many inside, and the weather and the time of year will have an effect upon both the numbers of visitors and on you. You need a good personality to cope outdoors in the rain, as you do indoors in the heat of the summer. Hours vary and can often be long. 3 ________.

Qualifications and training 
Usually, no specific qualifications are needed to get started in the leisure industry. 4 _________. Sometimes your company will also expect you to take examinations, for example life-saving, and continual 'on-the-job' training is always given to keep you informed.

For support services, and those jobs requiring professional knowledge, you may need to obtain external examinations, but again many companies will help. 
where to after training

Starting as a trainee or a summer casual you could develop and become, with training and experience, a team leader or a supervisor. 5 __________.   
are you right for the job? 
If you want to help people enjoy themselves and have a lively personality, then a job in a leisure attraction could be for you. 6 _________.  

B Advantages and disadvantages

Which of the following points are mentioned in the text? Write Yes or No. The first one has been done for you. 

1. There is a wide variety of jobs available in leisure attractions. Yes
2. Visitors are often aggresive and demanding. _________
3. You can choose when you want to work. __________
4. You have to be enthusiastic even if you are not feeling well. ____________
5. The weather can sometimes make the work difficult. ___________

6. You may have to work long or inconvenient hours. ____________
7. You don't need any special qualifications to get your first job. ____________
8. You will have to pass some difficult examinations. _____________
9. The salaries are very low. ____________
10. Some jobs offer a good career structure. ____________
C C Write two short paragraphs (app 250 words), based on the information above, based on the information above, explaining the advantages and disadvantages of working in the leisure industry. 
